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 Presidents  Message   

 

 Hello Pacer Family.  Another year is about to come to 

an end as well as my tenure as president.  It has been quite a 

time serving for the last two years, and I thank you all for not 

kicking me out!  Actually, it has been my pleasure to be your 

president.  Thank you to Butch for accepting the position and 

to Ken Hedlund for accepting Butch’s VP position, and a big 

thank you to all of the other officers for accepting their posi-

tions for another year.  

 Teri and I will be travelling most of next year.  We are 

currently at River Lodge, just south of Lake Havasu City, Ari-

zona.  We will be heading to Yuma at the end of the month 

meeting up with the Hedlunds and other Pacers.  Then we are 

off to Quartzite, Tucson and then to Temecula for a few 

months. After that, we will work our way north perhaps 

through Utah getting back to Oregon sometime in the summer.  

 Just to reiterate, here are the rallies for next year.  The 

first, unofficial rally will be outside Quartzite, Arizona, in the 

usual place out Plamosa Road, January 22 to 25, 2018.  The 

big tent will run from January 20 to 28, so Teri and I will get 

to the camp site on January 20th.  Looking forward to seeing 

as many as possible there. 

The first official Pacer rally will be April 13-15, 2018 at 

Harmony Lake RV Resort, WA.  This is where we met in 

2016.  It is a great venue for a rally.  The hosts for this rally 

will be Tom and Glenda Specht. 

 



2  

December 2017                                               Keeping  Pace         Page 2  

  Nusy Says  by Kathy McKnight 

                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

From Pacers to Pacers  
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The second rally will be held at Woodburn RV Park, May 17-20, 2018.  We need 

hosts for this rally so please step up and volunteer.  It is an easy rally to host at Wood-

burn.  Contact Butch to volunteer.  

The Northwest Area Rally will be held June 21-24, 2018 at the Mill Casino in 

Coos Bay, Oregon.  Once again, the Pacers will serve the ice cream.  Should be a good 

rally once again.  Registration is now open.  We would like to get as many members as 

possible to sign up as a group in the gravel electric area.  If you sign up for full hookup 

in the actual RV park, the park will assign spaces by the length of your coach, so the 

chances of us parking together are slim to none. However, if we sign up for the gravel 

electric, we should be able to all park together. 

The August rally will be back to Washington at the American Sunset RV Park, 

August 9-12, 2018, in Westport, Washington.  Hosts for this rally will be Don and 

Kathy McKnight. 

The final rally of the year will be at Joseph Park at the river, September 20-23, 

2018, in Joseph, Oregon.  With a rendezvous at Wildhorse Casino, September 19, 2018, 

in Pendleton, Oregon.  This will be a big rally with officer elections for the upcoming 

year. 

Again, please try to make it to as many rallies as you can for great visiting, fun, 

and of course delicious food.  Also, think about being a host for one of the rallies, or at 

least a cohost.  It is not that much work because everyone attending a rally steps in and 

helps.  All you need to do is plan the menus and provide whatever food you want, which 

is reimbursed by the club.  Potlucks work great, so it doesn’t take much, and help is al-

ways available. 

 As always, thank you again to everyone attending the rallies and pitching in as 

hosts.    

Thank you to all of the new officers for 2018 for stepping up and volunteering, 

Butch, Pres., Ken Hedlund, VP Oregon, Martie, VP Washington, Glenda, Secretary, 

Tom, Treasurer, Kathy, Sunshine, and Rudi, Newsletter. 

Teri and I sincerely hope you all have safe holidays.   

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year!! 

 See you down the road at the next rally or sooner. Drive safe and stay healthy. 

Bill 

President 
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. 
Make every Moment Count in your Life 

                                                        by Kathy McKnight 

Don and I had set our sights for another road adventure. We left our home in Tacoma, WA on 

September 8th, 2016, heading for Williams, Arizona. Weather and traffic at that time of  year was 

wonderful.  In Williams we stayed at a friendly RV park right next to the railroad tracks. We had a 

train full of  waving passengers come by daily, it was such a fun place, everyone staying in the park 

would run out and greet the train as it went by.  Well, we found ourselves as passengers on that 

train and it was heading to the Grand Canyon.  Don and I had never been there before . . . it took 

our breath away.  Mother Nature is a wondrous anomaly.   

Next stop, a visit to our nephew, Quinton, his wife Marci and their two kids, (four legged, loving, 

huge, slobbering blood hounds).  They lived in El Paso Texas, where Quinton was a Lieutenant in 

the army. Since our visit, they’ve gotten transferred to Georgia, where Quinton went through 

training and was promoted to Captain; they are now in the process of  being transferred to Italy. 

We’re going to have to make another visit ;)     
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Continuation : “Make Every Moment Count” 

We came across the sight of  the first meteor crater, it was very interesting and very, very windy. (That’s 

quite the understatement.) After this we ventured on and stayed a couple of  nights in the quiet, peace-

fulness at The City of  Rocks, another treasure we happened upon. You are completely amongst huge 

boulders that looked like they were thrown with much force and just landed where they were. It was very 

quiet and comforting there. The owls would visit at night, you could hear them . . . Hoo, hoo ever so 

gently and the coyotes would chatter and howl at each other. 

        First  Meteor Crater                                                               City of  Rocks 

                              
At last we made it to our Escapee park in Lakewood, New Mexico. . . we were greeted with a lot of  

friendly hugs. During our stay at the park we ventured out on a couple of  excursions, 1) Carlsbad Cav-

erns, where we walked the 1.25 mile hike down the Natural Entrance trail which was extremely steep, 

descending about 750 feet. When we reached the bottom we spent some time exploring different areas 

of  the caverns, walking at least another couple of  miles. Thank goodness the elevators were working on 

our trek out. The caves were amazing! I would highly recommend this excursion. If  that wasn’t enough, 

we stayed through the evening to watch the millions of  bats swarm out of  the caverns for their evening 

hunt. You could smell them coming way before you saw them. They swarmed out like bees . . . AGAIN 

TRULY AMAZING! 2nd venture) Roswell, where we, of  course, had to go visit the aliens and learn 

about area 51. 

                                       Carlsbad Caverns 

       
                             Roswell 
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Trinity Site 

 

 

We then continued to Albuquerque, New Mexico. We had signed up with the Escapees for a 10 day Bal-

loon Festival excursion. During our time there, we decided to take a side trip to the Trinity Site, where 

the first atomic bomb was assembled and tested. They only open the site to the public twice a year, the 

first Saturday in October and April. We left our rig around 8 a.m., thinking we were getting an early start 

to avoid the lines. Ha…Ha! Seems everybody else had the same idea. I recommend you get there even 

earlier. Yes, this is a must see, very sobering and a little eerie. We also came across a Nuclear Science Mu-

seum not far from where we were staying, very eye opening and educational. I found it to be very inter-

esting. 

 

     
 

See Page  9 
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION PROVIDED BY  

DENNIS  MARTIN 

 

At our last rally we had a maintenance seminar and  a question came up about air pressure in the tires.  There was 
some confusion on how much air should be in the tire and how we come to get it. I did a little research and came up 
with the following: 

 

First of all the tires should be fitted to the motor home by the gross vehicle weight. ( GVWR ) this means after you 
have loaded your motor home including full tank of fuel, full of fresh water, propane and passengers. This weight 
(GVWR) is determined at the factory were the vehicle is made. 

 

You'll need to weigh your motor home, however you should avoid the platform method.  The proper way, is to weigh 
each each of the four corners. The weight needs to be balanced between the two front and the back four. 

 

You should always check the pressure of your tires during the coolest part of the day, which is usually in the morning 
hours. 

 

Check the tire chart of the particular tire you have. For instance if you have Goodyear, check their book to see what 
the psi should be for the weight you have. If the psi  is several pounds difference you would go to the highest and fill 
both front tires to the same psi and the same for the rear tires. Never go over the maximum psi that is on the side wall 
of the tire or the wheel. 

 

Until you have your coach weighed, you should run the pressure on the side walls at each position, however, over in-
flation can cause harm including handling and steering problems. 

 

The Recreation Vehicle Safety & Education Foundation (RVSEF) states that a correct tire pressure should be deter-
mined solely by weight that each tire supports. To be a 100 percent sure, individual weight measurements are a must. 

This is vital on motor homes that are 44,000 GVWR or more. 

 

When the motor home comes from the factory they are suppose to have all the weights plac-
ard. It is usually on a 7”x 11” sheet of  paper. You should be able to find this in you closet or 
maybe in a cabinet. This will have all the numbers that each tire can carry and much more. 
Some of  the manufacturers will put a placard in the cockpit area with the size of  tires the 
coach came with and a pressure for the front and rear tires should be at for safe traveling. 
This doesn't replace the above RVSEF requirement. 

 

May your travels be safe where ever they may take you. 
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VP-Washington:  
Marty  Martin 
 
 
Cell 253-380-1919 
E-mail 
dvcommanders@gmail.com 
 

Director-1 Year   Dale Riley 
Director -  2Year   Roger  Daggett 
Director –3 Year   Bill Hollenbeck 
Sunshine Chairperson:   
Nuzy Chairperson: Kathy McKight 
 
 

Keeping Pace Editor:  
Rudi Schaffner 
18727-62nd ave nw  
Stanwood,wa.98292 
rhs@wavecable.com  
360-652-5725 
425-478-7966 
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2018 OFFICERS ADDRESSES, PHONE NUMBERS, CELL NUMBERS,  E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

Note: Some of the Pacer of-

ficers may have second ad-

dresses. Please check your 

directory for this information. 

Ideas For Rally Sites ? 
Please Contact:  

VP Oregon Ken Hedlund 
503-559-2700 

VP Martie Martin for Washington 
253-380-1919 

Wishing You Could Host A Rally? 
 

Please contact:  
Dennis Martin 

(253) 651-9843 
 

To Make Your Wish Come TrueTo Make Your Wish Come TrueTo Make Your Wish Come True   

Oregon Vice President     

Ken Hedlund 

503-559-2700 

kkhed1@aol.com 

 

 

Secretary 

Glenda Specht 

253-377-8807 

E-mail  iceangel1222@msn.com 

Treasure  Tom Specht 

 

National Director 

Dennis Martin 

Alternate National Director 

Bill Hollenbeck 

President 

Butch Evans 

503-838-5433 

Hearfromus @ aol.com 

REMEMBER DUES 

SHOULD BE  

PAID 

THE END OF 

THE YEAR 
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Albuquerque Balloon Festival October 2016 

                  

 Finally . . .The Balloon Festival. It was WONDERFUL!! I recommend staying for the full 10 days be-

cause there may be days when it is too windy for the balloons to inflate or launch. The more days you 

are there the better chance you’ll be able to get the full experience; the night glow, the character bal-

loons , seeing the balloons fly over head and maybe even participate in helping them land. I felt like a lit-

tle kid walking amongst all those huge balloons . . . you will too!  We would do this again but not 

through Escapees.We would set up our own accommodations through balloonfiesta.com.    

 

If  you find me in the picture I buy you a Beer 
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Worth Pondering 

GENE AUTRY’S COW-

BOY CODE 

The Cowboy must never shoot first, hit a smaller 

man, or take unfair advantage. 

He must never go back on his word, or a trust 

confided in him. 

He must always tell the truth. 

He must be gentle with children, the elderly, and 

animals. 

He must not advocate or possess racially or relig-

iously intolerant ideas. 

He must help people in distress 

He must be a good worker. 

He must keep himself clean in thought, speech, 

action, and personal habits. 

He must respect women, parents, and his nation’s 

laws. 

The Cowboy is a patriot 
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After all the excitement of  the balloons we ventured off  to Laughlin, Nevada. Actually we stayed 

in Bullhead City, Arizona, just on the other side of  the river for a few days. While there we went 

on an escapade to Oatman, Arizona. The town is known for its permanent resident donkeys. 

where the donkeys chased us into the store for our carrots. There were so many donkeys and a lot 

of  very cute baby donkeys. We brought carrots for the donkeys, as we didn’t know you shouldn’t, 

they chased us down for them. We ducked into a store to get away, where we found out you are 

only suppose to feed them the oat pellets they sell in town otherwise they get to aggressive. So, if  

you go to Oatman . . .“Don’t take carrots!”                                                          

                      
    We also had some excitement at our campground, around the pool. Don and I thought we 

would go relax by the pool and soak in the hot tub. Well, Don got up to go to the men’s room and 

found a young lady out cold by the men’s entrance. He came back out as quickly as he went in and 

told me she was there and he didn’t want to continue to the restroom. So, I went back and tried to 

awaken her. I could smell liquor but she wasn’t responding to my, “Miss, Miss, are you ok?” So, I 

touched her hand and repeated; “Miss, Miss”, mind you there was another gentleman at the pool 

aware of  what was going on and Don and he were standing there next to me.  She suddenly came 

to and erupted, accusing us of  touching her, yelling at all of  us, including an older woman who 

had heard her rant and came to see what was going on. I kept on trying to speak to her calmly, 

telling her I was just concerned about her well being. In a rant she jumped the fence and disap-

peared, where we don’t know, she just disappeared. 
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We then traveled down the road, not to awfully far, to Henderson, Nevada where we had reservations at 

the Thousand Trails Park there. We met up with my sister, brother in law, niece and nephew in Las Vegas, 

where they were competing in a bowling tournament. We had a wonderful time cheering them on and vis-

iting for a few days. We were due to leave in a couple of  days and decided to try this buffet we saw signs 

for on the way out skirts of  town. It was in a small, sit alone casino way outside of  town. We played a little 

and decided to have dinner.  We sat and proceeded to eat our dinner, I had finished my salad and was 

ready to go up for my crab and Don asked me to bring him some also. I wasn’t gone more than a minute 

and returned to my poor Honey. He was in the midst of  having a stroke; it was very obvious. I immedi-

ately yelled out, “please someone call 911, my husband is having a stroke.” (this was October 2016). It felt 

like the ambulance couldn’t get there fast enough and when they did arrive, it felt like they just weren’t go-

ing fast enough for me to get him to the hospital. The driver insured me they were taking us to the hospi-

tal best We decided to all (Martie, Don, myself and Teddy) drive to Yuma, AZ in our motor home with Martie in the driver seat, as at that time I 

had never driven the motor home and Don could not. Thankfully Sue Tilley let us park on her lot until we planned to return to retrieve it in April.  

They whisked Don into a room in the ER, I was just beside myself, crying and thinking, “Lord please be 

with us. Help us Lord.” I felt so alone and scared. I called our son right away and Dennis and Martie next 

and then my little brother. Martie flew out right away and was with me the very next morning. I tell you, I 

never felt so relieved to see someone as when I saw her walk through that hospital room door. Martie 

was such a God sent! She took care of  our Teddy and me, making sure I ate something, as I didn’t leave 

Don’s side. I had forgotten about our FMCA assist program and Martie reminded me to call. They were 

very helpful, in constant contact with me and the hospital. They offered to fly us home and send some-

one to transport our motor home home but, we had Teddy, they don’t transport with pets. We were also 

leery of  flying since Don had just suffered an acute ischemic stroke on the right side of  his brain, leaving 

him weak on the left. 

We decided to all (Martie, Don, myself  and Teddy) drive to Yuma, AZ in our motor home with Martie in 

the driver seat, as at that time I had never driven the motor home and Don could not. Thankfully Sue 

Tilley let us park on her lot until we planned to return to retrieve it in April. Another GREAT friend we a 

very thankful to have, she checked on our MH almost daily, making sure it was not tampered with and she 

cleaned out our frig and freezer.   We left Yuma within a couple days, Martie and I taking turns driving our 

pickup truck. We were on the road for 3 days and shared a hotel rooms on the way home. We made it 

home safe and sound, started a regimented rehab schedule and were on the road to recovery. We will for-

ever be grateful for the friendship and generosity Dennis, Martie, Sue and Gary extend to us. I don’t know 

what I would have done without them  

 .see Page 13 
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Tilley Campground 

    

 

 Our intentions were to drive to Arizona and stay at the Tilley Campground, celebrate Thanksgiving 

with the Tilley’s, drive out truck home in December, return to Arizona in January, to Quartzite, Yuma 

and Port of  Panasco but….life happens. 

So, my point is, never put off  tomorrow what you can do today. Just do it. You don’t always know 

what the future holds for you. Tomorrow is not guaranteed.  Love, laugh, and make lots of  memories 

J. 

 

Kahuna Nui Hale Kealohalani Makua! 

(Love all you see, including yourself) 

 

      Mahalo! Kathy 

 

https://www.framedart.com/lightboxjournal/a-true-love-story-never-ends-print-900184.htm?sku=P900184

