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CHAPTER NEWS

Greetings Pacers!

.

2020 Pacer Rallies
Rally 1
At Quartzsite
January
20-23
Rally 2
April 23-26
Brookhollow rv Park
Kelso,WA.

Rally 3
May 21-24
Netarts Bay rv Park
Tillamook,OR.
Rally 4

FMCA NW Rally
June 23-27
Roseburg, OR
Rally 5

August 13-16

Bayshore rv Park
Tokeland,WA
Rally 6
September 24-27
Sisters,OR

We had a great turn out for the Pacers 30th Birthday Party in Woodburn, OR! There
will be more about this in the next few pages, but the highlight was seeing Past Members come to this rally and celebrate our 30 years of friendship.
Right after the rally, six of us headed to the rally in Minot, ND with a stop over in a
little town called Medora. We had steak cooked on a pitchfork, went to a musical,
saw wild horses, buffalo & prairie dogs, enjoyed evening visits and ate ice cream.
When we got to Minot, we had a good time together enjoying the rally. You all have
been sent the list of the newly elected National Officers, but I just have to say again
how proud our area is to have our own Kathie Balogh be elected National Secretary
for FMCA. She will do a great job and what a feather in our cap for the Northwest
Area!
At our Prosser Rally, we had elections and you have received the list of our 2020 Officers. I would like to thank each member for stepping up and supporting our chapter by being an officer. We need to keep our members involved.
Speaking of being involved...we need to see some new faces hosting our rallies. Everyone looks forward to our Pacer Rallies because it is our time to get together and
visit/ update/embrace/rejuvenate our friendships. It is not hard to host a rally and if
you volunteer, someone with hosting experience will help you. We usually have at
least two if not three couples hosting a rally. It is not hard and it truly is a fun event
to do. So next year, even if you didn't sign up...go and help a host and see how easy
and fun it is. Rally + Host = FUN!
June 25-28, 2020 is our Northwest Area Rally at the Fairgrounds in Roseburg, OR.
This is a new location for us and it looks like it will be a great spot for our Area Rally.
If you are interested in coming, three of our members are Captains at the Roseburg
Rally. Dennis Martin is Parking Captain, Butch & Julie Evans are Ice Cream Social
Captains and Martie Martin is Coffee & Pastries Captain.
All three Captains are looking for volunteers, they are all in our Pacers NW directory,
so give them a call if you are interested. If you are interested in volunteering for
other areas, give me a call and I can direct you to the correct Captain.
This will be our last Newsletter for the year and I would like to thank Rudi Schaffner
for being our editor and for the great job he has done for our Pacer family! Rudi is
always looking for an article from our members...about trips, tips or anything that
you would like to share, so don't hesitate send him your stuff!
Dennis & I wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving, a magical Christmas and a healthy
New Year!
Safe Travels,
Martie Martin

PACERS NORTHWEST,
AN FMCA CHAPTER

Pacers NW President

2

October 2019

Page 2

Keeping Pace

Nusy Says

by Kathy McKnight

September 2019
Nuzy/Sunshine Report
First of all I want to say a BIG “Thank You” to Martie for being persistent with the park and for making
our rally in Prosser a super fun success. What a wonderful end to our 2019 rally season.
Fall jumped right in and I believe winter is not far behind. Remember take your vitamins, get plenty of rest,
dress warm and get your flu and pneumonia shots.
Since our last news letter I have sent our well wishes to: Roger Dagget, Butch Evans (aka Sparky), Judy
Lockwood (aka Bionic Woman), Bill Hollenbeck (aka Dance Machine) and Tom Specht. They are in our
hearts and prayers for continued healing and good health.
Don’t let the dust collect under your feet – Live, Love and Laugh!!
Aloha!
Kathy McKnight

Pacers Woodburn Birthday Rally
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PACERS NORTHWEST
30th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION!!
The 30th birthday celebration for Pacers Northwest was held at Portland-Woodburn RV Park, Oregon.
On Thursday afternoon, a troupe of Pacers transformed the meeting room into a place worthy of our
celebration. We had pictures on all the tables and streamers that were designed to capture as much history as we could. Also, we had a slide show going on the television that also chronicled our history.
Thursday night we went out to dinner at Elmer’s and were treated like royalty by the staff. A great
time was had by all as usual! After dinner we all returned to the club house for a fun game of “The
Wedded Game”.
Friday in the afternoon, a craft class was presented by Glenda Specht. She taught a great group of
women and man to do Mandala rocks. Lots of creativity and fun for all of us. Friday night we barbequed. Madeline May and Jean Bailey provided all the salads for our dinner. Desert consisted of root
beer floats—on such a hot evening, they tasted so good. There were photo collages, scrap books, and an
ongoing slide show with pictures of previous rallies. The evening concluded after a rousing game of CLR
that was won by Rudi Schaffner! It was down to the wire between Rudi and Madeline. All proceeds
went into the Christmas Sock for our annual Christmas family.
Saturday morning, we had a potluck breakfast and again our members outdid themselves with the
wonderful dishes they prepared. Breakfast was followed by a business meeting. During the business
meeting, Don Schleuse presented the club with our 30th year certificate and a $150 check!
After the business meeting, we dispersed, and some members went shopping while others sat and
talked and caught up on activities and trips others had taken.
Bob LeCoque, Jean and Russ Bailey, Gwen and Don Dowdell (our remaining charter members), Millie
and Maxine (past members) came and visited the majority of the weekend staying in a local motel. It
was great to visit with them and catch up on “old times”.
We celebrated our birthday with a catered affair. The appetizers consisted of meatballs and chicken
with fresh pineapple roasted in the oven with mozzarella cheese and fresh fruit platters. The served
dinner was Chicken Alfredo and salad with fresh bread sticks. Desert consisted of a birthday cake for
Don Schleuse and a birthday cake for the club.
Rudi conducted our auction with his usual élan! We had some good laughs and brought in over $1000 to
be used for the Christmas family(ies). This is a project the club and been doing for the last 25 years.
What a great time.
Sunday morning, we met to have continental breakfast and saying our goodbyes which are always bittersweet. A small cadre of Pacers left early Sunday morning for Minot to attend the Governing Board
meeting.
Thanks to all who attended to make the celebration special, and to those who could not attend, we
missed you.
In the meantime—Safe travels, keep the rubber on the road and travel joyfully!!
Glenda Specht
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Vice President Report – Washington
Looks like our last rally of the year was a success. J
We are all set for the upcoming year of 2020; our first rally is a no host rally scheduled for January 19 – 22, 2020 in the
dessert of Quartzsite, Arizona. This is a FUN time to get together around the fire and enjoy each others company. It will
be in our usual place, down Plamosa Rd at about mile marker 4. If you haven’t been, you need to put it on your list. You
will truly be amazed by the never ending seas of RV’s parked here and there out in the dessert. This is the time when the
little town of Quartzsite comes alive – you never know what treasures you might find. Hope to see you there. Our rallies
in Washington are April 23 – 26 at Brookhollow in Kelso, to be hosted by Jerry Yoder & Karen Purvis and Tom &
Glenda Specht. Our August rally will be in Tokeland at Bayshores Park from the 13th to 16th, to be hosted by Don &
Kathy McKnight and Sylvia Wynadts. Further information will be sent out the closer we get to the perspective dates.
I’d like to Thank the membership for a GREAT 2019 rally season, it wouldn’t be the same without every ones’ involvement.
See You Down the Road,
Kathy McKnight

Please note the Quartzsite Rally is now Rally 1
Also the International FMCA Rally is as followed
July 29-Aug 1

FMCA 102nd International
Convention and RV Expo
New York State Fairgrounds
Syracuse NY
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To FMCA Minot, ND Rally
The Martins, Schaffner, Veterans, Grinnell, May’s, and Riley’s all left from the Pacers Woodburn rally on Aug 4, 2019 each
going their own way for the day towards Minot ND. At Conley, highway 395/410 the Veterans stopped for lunch and in came
the Martins, May’s, Rileys and the Schaffner’s. We found diesel fuel at the Maverick station at Post Fall’s in Idaho, for $2.59
gal.
The Veterans went on to Blackwell Island RV Park in Coeur d Alene ID while the rest if the group went to the Elks. The Martins and Veterans had a great dinner at Olive Garden with free wine tasting. A take out spaghetti with meat sauce for $5 was gotten by both for lunch and dinner the next day. Fuel stop in Milltown Mt @$2.79 a gal. Next fuel was Three Forks Pilot
@$2.79 gal.
All met up at the Montana Wheat Bakery parking lot where everyone got fresh bread, breakfast goodies and some bought sandwiches for dinner. Around 10:30pm we heard our jack’s make a loud noise, and everyone was out checking. We learned the
next morning that there was a 5.4 earthquake and as the earth moved the jacks adjusted. We all felt it was right under us with
quite a jolt.
The group stopped at Pompey’s Pillar National Monument in Montana. This is the location where Clark (of Lewis and Clark)
carved his name and date of his visit on a rock buff next to the Yellowstone River, & the only verified stop by their journals of
their trip. In very hot weather Dennis Martin and Dave Veteran climbed to the top of this bluff to witness what Clark saw. The
rest of the group went to the coaches with AC running to eat lunch. On to Wal Mart at Mile City where we all lined up along
the outside curb and spent the night. The women were seen going into Wall Mart and coming out with many bags. We all went
to the Chinese buffet for dinner.
The Rileys felt something was wrong with their car and after an exam at Less Schwab the next morning they were told the transmission needed replacing so they decided to leave the car there and pick it up on the way home, hoping that Schwab could find
parts for it. Not an easy task but a phone call later in the week assured them that parts were on the way.
On to Medora ND arriving around 1:30 on 8/7 and all in a line to register at the Red Trail Campground. 7 of us went out to dinner at the Little Missouri Saloon. The only area available was up stairs outside, putting 2 small cocktail tables together. A great
dinner was had, although we waited and waited. The weather was wonderful and the conversation never stopped.
The next morning we all went our own way to tour the south entrance of Roosevelt National Park. The roads were being worked
on so we could only go about 20 miles before turning around. The Martins Mays and Veteran’s accidentally met up downtown
and went to the local Badlands Pizza parlor for wonderful lunch of sandwiches and salads.
We all met up at the Medora cowboy dining pavilion for our ordered dinners at 5:30. And then walked over to the bowl theatre
for the Medora Musical show. Outstanding american show, great seats. And wonderful weather. Two beautiful Elk walked on
the hill behind the stage before the cowboys on horses chased them off.
The next day some of us drove to the north entrance thru many miles of grass lands. Stopping at the Painted Hills Visiter center
which had many interesting displays.
The next day Veterans were off to the South center entrance again to see the homestead house of Roosevelt in Peace Valley
Ranch, we got in OK but the big buffalo were roaming and as they sat in their car they were surrounded, looking at us like you
are in our way and standing in the street and blocking it. At one point they backed the car into a cattle loading area and hid behind the fence. It took us 30 min to go a quarter of a mile. On the way back they joined the rest of the Pacer group going into
town for ice cream. Many of the group visited the Cowboy museum, and the Court House Museum, and book store.
We all then were on our way to Lewis and Clark RV Park in Hazen, ND. We picked up a few more northwest FMCA members.
We all grocery shopped but had to do it fast as this town rolls up the sidewalks at 5pm. Yes even the grocery store. Martie
made reservations at the local cafe for 18 and they held it open for us. The choices were great and most items on the menu were
$8 with two cups of coffee & a full carafe for only $2. The service was very organized, good food and such nice people.
We all left Hazen the next morning thru fields of sunflowers along the 200 highway to the staging area at the South Prairie
School District. We were place in groups and our group had 16 rigs in it. Al Zimmerman from the North West area was in
charge and did a great job of organization. We left going down the freeway but many coaches backed up after leaving the freeway. It took us 2 hrs in traffic to get to the fair grounds about 3 miles and the holding area to be parked. Many of the pacers
went to Ruby Tuesdays that evening for dinner.
Continue on page 9
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION PROVIDED BY
DENNIS MARTIN

The other day I was going through the check of my air brakes and realized I had never shared this with our Pacers.
Air Brake System Pre-trip Check
Be on reasonably level ground. Block wheels so the coach can not move even with the parking brake off.
Start engine and run until full air pressure is reached. Listen for the dryer to purge (about 120 PSI).
Shut off the engine.
Release the park brakes by pushing in the yellow button (make sure you do not roll, do NOT apply the
brake pedal).
After the initial pressure drop, the system should not loose more than 2 PSI per minute.
Apply the brake pedal firmly (still with the parking brake OFF).
After the initial pressure drop, the system should not loose any more than 3 PSI per minute.
With the engine off and the parking brake off, rapidly pump the brake pedal to bleed down the air supply.
During this time you should watch for the warning light and buzzer at about 60 PSI and then the yellow button (parking brake) should pop out at about 30 PSI.
Restart the engine and build up air again. While building up pressure, check how long it takes for pressure
to go from 85 to 100 PSI at “cruising RPM”. It should be less t 45 seconds.
After performing the above checks, if you are loosing too much air, get the system checked by a
mechanic. While on this subject, it would be a good time to drain both of your air tanks and check for
moisture. These should be checked once every couple of months. If you are collecting moisture, it is
possible you will need to change the filter(s) in the brake dryer. Moisture will cause problems to the
brake system. Dennis Martin
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2019 OFFICERS ADDRESSES, PHONE NUMBERS, CELL NUMBERS, E-MAIL ADDRESSES
President

VP-Washington:

Mrs. Martie Martin

Kathy McKnight

Cell 253-380-1919

253-318-7051
E-mail
hynpr ncess@ yahoo.com

E-mail drvcommanders@gmail.com

Director-1 Year Bill Hollenbeck
Director - 2Year Rudi Schaffner
Director –3 Year Don Noel
Sunshine Chairperson:
Nuzy Chairperson: Kathy
McKnight

Oregon Vice President

Secretary

Gary Ayers

Glenda Specht

971-322-3941

253-377-8807

seaayer@aol.com

E-mail iceangel1222@msn.com
Treasure Tom Specht

REMEMBER DUES
SHOULD BE

ffffffaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

Note: Some of the Pacer officers may have second addresses. Please check your
directory for this information.

National Director
Alternate National Director

Ideas For Rally Sites ?
Please Contact:
VP Oregon Gary Ayers
503-559-2700

VP Kathy McKnight for Washington 253-318-7051

.

PAID

Dale Riley
Dennis Martin

Keeping Pace Editor:
Rudi Schaffner
18727-62nd ave nw
Stanwood,wa.98292
rhs@wavecable.com
360-652-5725

THE END OF
THE YEAR

Wishing You Could Host A Rally?
Please contact:
Dennis Martin
(253) 847-4012
To Make Your Wish Come True
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Wednesday the seminars started and there were some different ones along with all the usual ones. Very good selections.
Buffalo Bill gave talks on history and the Human Trafficking seminar made us aware that as we all travel RV’ers need
to be aware of anyone who needs help. Love and Pilot employees as well as truckers participate in an association that
has been trained to give help. The number 888 373 7888 is a 24/7 help line from anywhere for the Human Trafficking
Association of the US.
Several of us went to the Northwest area gathering but none of the officials showed up as they were still in voting on the
FMCA changes. We ate all the cookie and drank the water and left. At the evening seminar, it was announced that
about 30% of the attendees were first timers. Sully’s talk was very interesting and he did say that when both engines
quit he was descending at 2 stories per second.
Some of the pacers left on Saturday to go various places or get home.
The crowd enjoyed the MoTown entertainment on Friday night and the local group that play on Sat night, many people
were dancing at both events and didn't want the music to stop. On both sides of the stage a screen was set up to show
picture of the Rally while the music played. Our own Martie Martin and Kathy McBride were prominently displayed as
they attended the Ladies Luncheon.
Sunday morning we all left to find our various ways home.
A big THANK YOU to Dennis and Martie for organizing such a special trip for all of us.
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Oil change instructions for women:
1) Pull up to Jiffy Lube when the mileage reaches 3000 miles since the last oil change.
2) Drink a cup of coffee.
3) 15 minutes later, pay and leave with a properly maintained vehicle.

Money spent: Oil change: $20 Coffee: $1 Total: $21
Oil change instructions for men
1) Wait until Saturday, drive to auto parts store and buy a case of oil, filter, kitty litter, hand cleaner and a
scented tree, pay $50.
2) Stop and buy a case of beer, pay $20, drive home.
3) Open a beer and drink it.
4) Jack car up. Spend 30 minutes looking for jack stands.
5) Find jack stands under kid’s pedal car.
6) In frustration, open another beer and drink it.
7) Place drain pan under engine.
8) Look for 13 mm box end wrench.
9) Give up and use crescent wrench.
10) Unscrew drain plug.
11) Drop drain plug in pan of hot oil. Splash hot oil on you in process. Cuss.
12) Crawl out from under car to wipe hot oil off of face and arms. Throw kitty litter on spilled oil.
13) Have another beer while watching oil drain.
14) Spend 30 minutes looking for oil filter wrench.
15) Give up. Crawl under car and hammer a screwdriver through oil filter and twist off.
16) Crawl out from under car with dripping oil filter splashing oil everywhere from holes. Cleverly hide old
oil filter among trash in trash can to avoid environmental penalties. Drink a beer.
17) Install new oil filter making sure to apply a thin coat of oil to gasket surface.
18) Dump first quart of fresh oil into engine.
19) Remember drain plug from step 10.
20) Hurry to find drain plug in drain pan.
21) Drink beer.
22) Discover that first quart of fresh oil is now on the floor. Throw kitty litter on oil spill.
23) Get drain plug back in with only a minor spill. Drink beer.
24) Crawl under car getting kitty litter into eyes. Wipe eyes with oily rag used to clean drain plug. Slip with
stupid crescent wrench tightening drain plug and bang knuckles on frame, removing any excess skin between knuckles and frame.
25) Begin cussing fit.
26) Throw stupid crescent wrench.
27) Cuss for additional 5 minutes because wrench hit bowling trophy.
28) Beer
29)
30)
31)
32)
33)
34)
35)
36)
37)
38)
39)
40)

Clean up hands and bandage as required to stop blood flow.
Beer.
Dump in five fresh quarts of oil.
Beer.
Lower car from jack stands.
Move car back to apply more kitty litter to fresh oil spilled during any missed steps.
Beer.
Test drive car.
Money spent:
Get pulled over: Arrested for driving under the influence.
Parts: $50
Car gets impounded.
DUI: $2500
Call loving wife, make bail.
Impound fee: $75
12 hours later, get car from impound yard.
Bail: $1500
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Dave and Ruth left Minot Fairgrounds on Sunday and got fuel at Flying J, $2.89 gal. One of the freebees from rally
had a coupon for free entrance to Lewis and Clark State Park, in ND which has a campground. Drove thru all the oil
wells and hills, and campground is 16 miles east of the town of Williston, ND and is a beautiful campground, $30, with
big pull thru spaces. The river is right there and a boat ramp for boaters. We hurried to make a trip to the Missouri Yellowstone Interpretive Center. Cost for entrance to museum is $10 per person. They had just gotten thru with a fund
raiser when we arrived and did not tell us there was an upstairs so we missed half of it. This is where the Yellowstone
River flows north into the Missouri River. The next morning fuel was gotten at Conco, Glasgow, Mt at $2.59 a gal.
After driving miles and miles of torn up roadway on Highway 2 we reached our campground for the night “Sleeping
Buffalo Hot Springs and Resort” in Buffalo Trail, Saco, MT. $51 for pull thru and $6 each to use the indoor hot
springs with 3 Swimming pools. Pools are 104, 88 and 47 degrees. Water is natural and completely changed every
night, with pools being scrubbed before being filled with fresh water which comes from 3200 ft down. As the story
goes they were drilling for oil and hit hot water. As we continue our journey with high cross winds. we stopped at
Vista View Point, on the Missouri river that was a big trading center to which the boats came to in late 1800’s. Dave
went to take a picture of the RV and river and looked up to see the AC cover crooked. With tools and his assortment of
“fix it things” he climbed on the roof to find it hanging on by one screw and was able to fix it. On to DIcks RV Park in
Great Falls MT. We went to the Lewis and Clark Museum and i have never seen such a complete museum. Individual
rooms of set up of meetings with different Indian tribes that Lewis and Clark met with along their journeys. We stopped
at St Regis, MT for a Huckleberry shake. The 92 degree temps made us want to stop for the night and we got a pull
thru campsite at the Nugget RV Park just down the street. Just a little too far to come all the way home so we spent the
next night in the parking lot at the Wild Horse Casino in Pendelton. Of course we had to indulge in the Seafood buffet
which was excellent. Wonderful trip, good friends, and lots of pleasant experiences.
Ruth and Dave

Our beautiful Country

