
 

 

In this issue… 

Gemories 
A Newsletter for the Panhandle Gems 

‘Getting Together in the Inland Northwest’ 
 

New Year, 
New Adventures! 

Well, if you didn’t remember to vote, it’s too late now!  
FMCA said that the majority of members voted to allow 
‘towables’ to be members! 

This will open up a whole new pool of potential 
members!!  So let’s get out there & see who we can 
find to join our little family!  Print out the page with this 
year’s Rallies on it to show what we’re doing.  Or even 
print out the entire newsletter! 

How many will you recruit??  Ready, set, GO!! 
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Happy  
New Year! 

This New Year has brought many 
new changes for all of us.  Some 

good, and some heart aches. 

Even with all that has happened, 
we must go on, as life does not 

stop just because something 
does not go according to plan. 

So…First, I must apologize for not 
getting any newsletter out the 

end of last year.  But I also know 
that you all understand why they 

didn’t happen. 

Art and I sincerely hope you had 
wonderful holidays and would 

like to wish for everyone to have 
a year filled with good health, 
love, laughter, happiness, and 

lots of fun! 

We are looking forward to seeing 
everyone later in the year. 

2018 Rally 
Schedule 
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MAY 
 

DATES: 23 - 26 

DESTINATION: ‘Somewhere in 

Montana’ 

NO HOST RALLY 
Gloria will research sites, but if you 
have any ideas, please contact her 
with specifics (place, cost, # of sites 
available, community room, etc.). 
 
Wiley2843@aol.com or (208) 755-1879 
 

DATES: 24 - 28 

DESTINATION: Elks Park RV Park – 
Florence, OR. 

HOSTS: Gordon & Anne Schoedel 

CO-HOSTS: Charlene Knight & Allen 
Search 

If you are planning on attending & 
are Elks members, please let 
Gordon & Anne know! 

grschoedel@msn.com  

or (208) 660-9172 

JUNE 

DATES: 9 - 13 

DESTINATION: Trail, B.C. 

HOSTS: Viren & Elaine Kumar 

JULY 

2018 RALLY SCHEDULE 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

JUNE 
FMCA NW AREA RALLY 

DATES: 21 - 24 

DESTINATION: Coos Bay, OR. 

You MUST make 

Reservations on your own! 

JULY 
NAT’L FMCA CONVENTION 

DATES: 18 - 21 

DESTINATION: Gillette, WY. 

You MUST make 

Reservations on your own!! 

DATES: 10 – 13 

DESTINATION: Wallace, ID. 

HOSTS: Dave & Barb Young 

CO-HOSTS: Ken & Sharon Berger 

Accordion Festival Weekend! 

DATES: 11 - 14 

DESTINATION: Danny & Susan’s Ranch 
in Blanchard, ID. 

NO HOST RALLY 

*** Information here will be 
updated in future newsletters. As 
the dates approach, direct emails 
will come from the individual Hosts. 
If you have any questions, please 
contact the listed Hosts and/or Co-
hosts. 
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Canal Cruise 

Oyster Crackers & Firecrackers 
It was requested that I repost this recipe 

1 bag  of oyster crackers (cheap ones work best) 
                               ----------- 
1 pkg. Hidden Valley Ranch Buttermilk dressing mix 
½ cup Popcorn Oil (Orville Reddenbacher’s) 
½ tsp. each dill weed, garlic powder, & lemon pepper 

Put crackers in a gallon Ziploc.  Mix the other ingredients into a 2 cup measuring cup.  Mix 
well (I use a small whisk).  Pour over the crackers & get all the good bits out of the cup.  Seal 
the bag, letting out all the air & toss (knead) gently until all the crackers are coated.  Knead 
them periodically before you decide to serve (eat) them. 
Best if made the night before or early in the day to make sure everything is soaked up & they 
aren’t greasy. 
For a spicy treat, make them Firecrackers by using mini saltines instead of oyster crackers & add 2 
tablespoons of red pepper flakes to the oil mixture. 

Don’t forget about the proposed trip to 
the Panama Canal in November 2018! 

John & Trish Elser have volunteered to 
do the research and keep those 
interested up to date. 

The cruise will start from California,  go 
through the New Panama Canal and 
end in Florida. 

If you are interested, please contact 
John & Trish!  They will need to know 
what type of cabin you want (balcony, 
inside, penthouse, etc.). 

E-mail them at 
patriciaelser@hotmail.com 

DUES WERE DUE ON 
JAN. 1st! 

 
Please send your annual dues 
of $20 to: 
 
Panhandle Gems 
c/o Karen Pratt 
13397 E. 55th St. 
Yuma, AZ. 85367 

Reminders, Recipe, and Humor 
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Ken Bennett Ken passed 
away November 2, 2017 while vacationing in Jamaica with 
his wife, Loretta, after suffering a massive heart attack. 

Ken was born in Wenatchee, WA., December 15, 
1946. He graduated from Shadle Park High School and 
attended the University of Washington briefly before 
enlisting in the Army in 1967 as a Green Beret in the 5th 
Special Forces Group (Airborne). 

He loved his country, therefore the military service 
was an obvious choice for him. He served two tours, or 3 1/2 
years in Vietnam. He received a direct commission into the 
Army National Guard in 1971, and retired as a Lieutenant 
Colonel after 32 years in 1999. He was awarded many 
medals and citations. Among the most notable was a 
Bronze Star of Valor for heroism in ground combat in 1969. 

Ken was also a Spokane City Police Officer where 
he served as a patrol officer, training officer, and SWAT 
team member from 1972 – 1997. 

After retirement from the Police Department, Ken 
went to work at the Maxwell House as a cook, bartender, 
and night manager for something “fun” to do.  He 
thoroughly enjoyed it! 

Ken lived his life with gratitude and a special joy for 
living. He loved helping people and reached out often. He 
loved to tease and had a great sense of humor. 

His family was his most precious asset. He was 
incredibly proud of his sons, Steve and J.T. and their families. 
He spent quality time with them watching sports, 
barbequing, relaxing by the pool, and just bonding. He was 
“living the dream” with his wife, Loretta of 30 years. They 
enjoyed traveling, scuba diving, RV trips, cruising, and 
more. 

His untimely departure has left a huge void in the 
lives of his family and a legacy of friends. He will be sorely 
missed. 

Ken is survived by his wife Loretta, sons; Steve 
(Mindy) and JT (Susie), grandchildren; Tyler, Jude, Luke, 
Brooks, and Cora, sister; Brenda, nephews and nieces; 
Justin, Lisa, Alex, Brandon, and Melissa, and their spouses 
and children, mother-in-law; Dee, sister-in-law; Becky, ex-
wife; Sandi, and numerous cousins. 

Preceded in death by his parents; Clarence and 
Alice, sister; Becky, father-in-law; Gordon, and brothers-in-
law; Cal and John. 

A VERY SPECIAL THANKS to the wonderful staff at 
Sandals Royal Caribbean in Jamaica for their outstanding 
helpfulness, and to our fantastic friends for all your help, 
love, and support. Thanks, also, to Hennessy Funeral Home 
for their assistance in getting Ken back home. 

A Celebration of Life was held December 15th at the 
Maxwell House.  He would have been surprised at how 
many people attended, as he didn’t think he was anyone 
special.  It was wonderful to watch us all take over the 
place, and the atmosphere was truly that of a party – 
something he would have loved. 

JoAnn Gemmrig 
As she did not want an obituary, nor did she 
want her birthday ‘announced’.  With respect 
for her wishes I will only post the date of her 
passing. 
She had a quick wit and a gentle presence that 
will be greatly missed by many. 
October 23, 2017 

Words may seem inadequate to express the 
sorrow and grief we feel in losing our friends 
and loved ones, but we can share the love and 
memories of all the times together. 
 
Rest in peace, Jutta, Barbara, JoAnn and Ken. 
 
Until we meet again…. 

In Remembrance 



 

 

 

THE LOREM IPSUMS WINTER 2016 
A Message from Me 

There are a couple things I want to tell you.  A few of you may have seen this on Facebook, 
so I apologize in advance for the redundancy.  It may be long, but PLEASE read it!  I’m going 
to make you think.  And I could say more, but you will get the basic idea. 
 

1. Guys (& some of you gals), curb your machismo (your strong pride)!  If you have an 
unusual pain, don’t explain it away & act like it’s something trivial.  PLEASE get it 
checked out!!  Ken never complained about anything to me, so I don’t know if there 
was any precursor, but after he retired, he also quit getting physicals & refused to get 
any!!  I can’t help but think that his issue might have been caught & taken care of 
ahead of time!  I may sound like some Health Dept. ad, but PLEASE get regular check 
ups!!  DO NOT do this to your family! 

2. Make sure you have wills that are up-to-date & discuss your wishes with each other!  
It’s not morbid.  We will all have to go through this & it’s nice to know what your 
partner would want. 

3. I’m sure you know people who aren’t married.  I understand it’s just a piece of paper, 
BUT…if you travel outside the U.S. & something happens, with most foreign countries, 
you would have absolutely NO say in what happens to the other & would have to call 
their family to fly in!  Time could be wasted!  If they are adamant about not getting 
married, tell them to at least have official papers drawn up giving each other say over 
emergency medical treatment & carry them with them at ALL times (this will work for 
the U.S., too)!  Also, get the crowbar out & BUY TRIP INSURANCE!!  You NEVER know if 
you will need it or not! 

4. Learn what each other does!  Or at least get a feel for it.  Walk through how the bills 
are paid, or what goes on inside/outside of the RV.  I have a huge list of things that 
Ken did that I am not very familiar with (snow blower, pool, sprinkler system, stocks, 
etc.). 

5. Make sure each of you knows where ALL the important paperwork is!  Would also be a 
good idea to have your kids/relatives know some of this. 

6. On a happier note:  I cannot sing the praises loud enough for the Sandals Resort Corp. 
& their staff!!  I found out that most places would’ve dumped us at the hospital & 
dropped me like a hot rock (there was someone from a cruise there that this 
happened to)!  They stayed with me from the beginning.  The 1st employee took us to 
the hospital in his OWN car & didn’t leave my side until he was relieved.  The Hotel 
Manager assigned me a liaison who kept me posted on how things were progressing, 
and assisted me in understanding those things.  The hotel provided ALL my 
transportation & my liaison traveled with me everywhere.  They told me to try & relax 
while they all worked on my behalf!!  They even got the owners of Sandals involved!!  
Somewhere along the way, the U.S. Embassy was called.  I think that was the icing to 
get things rolling.  If not for Sandals, I think I would’ve been fighting this for months!! 

7. And last, but certainly NOT least… I am blessed beyond measure to have all of you, 
our friends!!  Thank you all so much for your prayers, love, and support!! 

8. One more thing… Don’t put off doing & saying what you might consider the ‘little 
things’.  LOVE EACH OTHER NOW! 


