
Central Oregon 
Chapter of 

Family Motor Coach 
Association (FMCA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well it’s over……our 2016 Rallies are now all history 

2016 had many great memories with friends.  Thanks to all who participated and were able to join 

in a rally.  We missed many friends and hope that you can join us in the near future.  

 

The Elected Officers of the Rim Rock Roamers – January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017 

President:  Warner Butler   

Vice President: Dave Coleman 

Secretary:  Kathy Butler 

Treasurer:  Jinny Andres 

National Director: Jerry Andres 

Other / Appointed Positions: 

 Wagonmaster  Marion Pratt 

 Membership Chair  Jan Rydman 

 Newsletter Editor  Peter Ribble 

Just thinking……We all have to clean our RV’s occasionally.  Rather than pay a business to wash it 

every time or spend a long time doing it yourself….How about occasionally having a church group, 

cheerleaders, or other community group do it for you?  

The job may not be “perfect”, but it helps you channel 

your funds to a good cause, teaches the group about 

working together and having pride in raising funds for 

their cause.  Seems like there are always adults in 

attendance and we PROHIBITED kids from getting up 

on ladders, etc.  (If the top part was not perfectly clean, 

so be it!) 

This is the Zion Lutheran Church Youth Group in Redmond OR washing our rig….they made over 

$ 900.00 in an afternoon doing the car / RV wash.  (We paid $ 75.00) 

 

October 2016 Newsletter 

Peter Ribble - Editor 



 NOTE: to Mike and Joanna McIntosh & family 

FROM: The Rim Rock Roamers RV Club  ~Author ~  Earl Schroeder of Sisters Oregon 

 

  

Many Thanks for the outstanding Thresher demonstration event you 

and the members of your family clan provided our RV Club. It brought 

back many memories and touched our hearts. Can we attened next year? 

  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

  

                          Observation of a Day At The Farm: 

Here, in the higher elevations of central Oregon, it's mid-September. 

The sun now rises later and sets earlier. Our days are have become shorter 

and the morning temps are chilled to near freezing. But the daylight 

hours are filled with sunny, blue and perfect weather. Nonetheless, we 

all know that in the next 5 weeks winter will be at our doorsteps. 

  

So, the farmers know that they have to 'make hay' while the sun shines. 

Or maybe 'make straw', which may sound a little strange.  Straw? 

  

Last weekend we joined with an RV group for maybe our last camp-out 

for the year, in a somewhat hidden away small town called Camp Sherman. 

Perfect weather too, but almost no cell phone, computer or TV service. 

Nobody really cared. Yes we RV'ers had gotten away from it all.. 

  

Jerry, member of our RV group, had made arrangements for us to visit  

a Threshing Bee at a farm / ranch about 30 miles away. We car pooled 

to an empty field (parking lot so to speak) and there sat a old lonely 

J.I. Case Thresher. Memories from my childhood in Michigan sprung  

into life of my grandfathers farm of the '40s.  It was near 10 AM. 

  

A John Deere tractor was in position to have the 40' belt attached 

which powered the threshing machine. Two teams of horses were heading 

our way, plus a team of 3 horses were pulling the reaper/binder machine 

used to cut & bind the 3 acre field of oats ripe for harvest.  

  

It seemed that all the family members and some neighbors were showing 

up for this demonstration of how it once was 'in the good old days'. It was 

hard to believe that most of the equipment was about 100 years old and 

was in working order. OK, some needed a little fine tuning. 

  

The grain field was being cut and bundled, as the drivers voice commands  

were promptly obeyed by the team of horses. Soon an empty horse drawn  

wagon followed and was filled high with the shocks of cut oats. 

The thrasher crew was awaiting the first load of oats, for the magic to 

begin, separating the grain from their stalks (straw). Making STRAW! 

  

 

 



Without a hitch, the wagon were in position, the bundles were fork-fed into  

the mouth of the thrasher and blown out the long pipe, and the strawstack  

was forming. The air was filled with chaff, husks and whatever, to blow in  

the winds. Quietly, alongside the thresher, one of the 'old timers' was 

filling the gunny (burlap) sacks with clean oats and hand sewing each 

bag, which, when filled, were loaded onto a old buck-board wagon. 

  

It was heartwarming to see the teamwork of horses, machine and men. 

Everyone knew their job, which made the process run very smoothly. 

Even grandma was on the John Deere to make adjustments if necessary. 

  

And just before noon-time, the kitchen crew set up tables of food, which 

everyone had awaited. No need for a dinner bell, 'They All New". 

  

All though we departed before the entire field was cut and thrashed, 

we left with fond memories of what farm life was like a century ago. 

For me, it was a reminder of how my family and neighbors did things, 

I still remember that my job was to drive the team, and knew what  

'Gee' and 'Haw' meant, and so did the horses.  

 

 

   

 WELCOME to our newest members – Andrew and Karen Richardson! 

 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION – FMCA 

 

A motion was put forth on the floor of the 94th FMCA International Convention in West Springfield, MA to update the 

Articles of Incorporation for FMCA on file in Ohio to make them less restrictive.  The motion passed.   A copy of the 

proposed change along with a ballot will be in the October 2016 FMCA magazine.  To pass, a majority of those ballots 

returned must be “for” the proposition.  The deadline for returning the ballot is December 31st.  PLEASE CAREFULLY 

READ the October issue of Family Motor Coaching and stay tuned for more information as it becomes available. 

(Obviously changes to the Articles of Incorporation are a BIG DEAL and you should read and understand the 

ramifications of your individual vote and preferences.  We will endeavor to bring you unbiased and factual information 

regarding the proposed change.)   Editor 

*****     FROM OUR SECRETARY     ***** 

Rich & Jan Rydman and Warner and I attended the NW FMCA business and planning meeting in Longview Washington. 

The Cowlitz County Fairgrounds and Event Center is the site for the NW FMCA Rally to be held June 22-25, 2017. The 

Rally theme is 'Blast from the Past’. The theme can certainly take on anything from the ‘Mt. St. Helen’s eruption' to 

'days gone by'! The venue is more compact and member coaches will be parked on site as opposed to spread out as in 

Albany. All of the committee captains have volunteered to chair certain events/activities and it looks to be a great 

rally. In the spring the committee will gather to report on the events/activites/progress/needs by each chairman. The 

Rim Rock Roamers have volunteered to assist with the goodie bag stuffing and distribution, greeting (with Mickey 

Mouse gloves if you so desire). I volunteered to chair the Chapter Faire…Be sure to put the dates on your calendar.  

Kathy Butler 


