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I hope all of you had a great summer, as I now sit here with almost snow flurries 
gently falling.  Summer seems to have gone by too quickly!  

We had two RV summer trips of about 8,000km each.  One to Toronto for the 
Rotary International Convention and the Rotary RV Fellowship AGM and Rally.  In 
Toronto, we were camped for a week in the Exhibition Grounds ( =us) with about x

70 coaches (owned and rentals) 
of RVF members from Canada, 
England, USA and Australia.  The 
other trip was up the Dempster 
Highway to Tuktoyaktuk NWT on 
the Arctic Ocean.  The first trip in 
our Class A, the second in our 
F150 4x4 and a used 20 foot 
travel trailer we bought in the 
fall, and worked on over the 
winter.

The weather this year was not our friend.  On the Toronto trip we had flooding 
and highway closures to deal with in northern Michigan, at one point up to the 
hubcaps in water.  Why go on?  Well it was getting worse behind us and that 
weather was catching up.  So we drove 
on until we found high ground, and the 
next morning hit the now just damp 
road passing chainsawn trees that had 
blown down over the highway the 
previous evening.  On the Dempster we 
also had lots of rain, making the 2,000+ 
km on gravel/mud roads quite the 
challenge.  The rain raised the Peel 
River level, washing out the gravel 
ramps for the ferry crossing.  This 
resulted in us camping for two nights in 
a nearby gravel pit with 8 other RVers 
and motor bikers. The gravel pit 
campers all made the most of the 
situation and got together for a good 
time around a campfire.  We continued 
to intermittently cross paths and 
exchange stories all the way to 
Tuktoyaktuk.  The road was bad, the 
weather poor, but the experience of 
the drive, and camping on the shores of the Arctic Ocean made up for all the 
difficulties getting there.

In this issue you will find the report on the Claresholm Rally, and notes on the 
Annual General Meeting.  Of most importance is the report on rallies planned for 
2019.  Please review them and get any comments to President Ron ASAP.  We 
will be circulating a note on attendance to these rallies in the near future.  Please 
help out the executive and the hosts, and take the time to review your 2019 
calendars, and fill in and return that email indicating the rallies you think you 
will, might or cannot attend.  It will help a great deal with the planning of the 
rallies.

Our next events are an impromptu rally in Banff (September 27 to 30th), and 
then the Christmas dinner at Smugglers on December 15th.  Hope to see many 
of you at one or the other ... or both!

x



It was a great event and the weather was fairly good all weekend 
... somewhat too windy perhaps, but a good bit of sunshine.

Members started to “drift” in around mid-day Thursday.  First to 
arrive were Lyle and Anne.  So Lyle was there to get everyone in 
their assigned spots as they pulled in.  By the end of the day the 
Davidsons, Picks, Lucas, Herberts, Wongs, Kellams, and McLeods 
were set up, and Happy hour was underway.  Unfortunately there 
were many wasps, and Anne P got stung on her inside lip by one 
who took up residence in her wine glass.  Ice and Ron’s magic Lee 
Valley bite tool were used, but it is a sensitive place to be bit, and 
it took days to fully go away.  After Happy Hour, members drifted 
back to their coaches for dinner, with a few re-assembling outside 
the Picks’ coach for chats until it got quite dark.

Friday morning came with Bill’s coffee perking away, and Ron on 
the grill with the usual spread of sausages, hashbrowns, pancakes 
and eggs.  After clean up members dispersed to shop, polish 
coaches and the usual chores.  Dinner that night was ham (Ron), 
scalloped potatoes (Cathy Lucas), corn (Lyle and Bill), with Lane 
bringing out dessert squares to complete the feast.  Again the 
evening discussions continued into the dark as we sat and 
digested the feast.

Saturday morning came and the breakfast 
Chef was Bob Lucas.  He brought on Gerrit 
and Elsabé as sous-chefs, and we soon 
feasted on his secret recipe pancakes, bacon, 
hashbrowns and eggs.  Ron had an 
opportunity to hang out and just watch ... 
must have felt a bit odd !?



Not sure how we managed it, but we all 
gathered for the AGM at ten.  Ron had things 
well organized so no one napped during the 
event.  The meeting minutes are included in this 
newsletter as is the Treasurer’s report.  A key 
item was arranging rallies for 2019.  Bob and 
Ron had done some research, and agreed to get 
together and fine tune the list after the meeting.  
This included a field trip to Granum.  During the 
meeting, the wind came up such that Stephen had to hang on to his awning and wait for a lull to roll it up with Gerrit’s help.  

Ron got his kites out in the afternoon, and shortly after 
he had them airborne, the gusty wind quit, just like 
always!  

A follow-up meeting was held at Happy Hour to finalize 
the 2019 rally destinations and hosts.  The proposed 
rally schedule is included in this issue.  

Following a -in-our-laps dinner of ham bun-wiches, 
potato salad, and leftover corn, Bob would not let us 
rest and digest.  We set up in the kitchen shelter and 
had one table playing “Jokers” and another playing 
“Skip-Bo”.  The Skip-Bo group was very lively, while the 
Jokers group were more quiet as they tried to learn the 
seemingly ever changing rules.  The two ringers who 
played quiet games and won were Elsabé in Skip-Bo and 
Rosemary in Jokers.  It was quite dark as we headed 
back to the coaches.

Sunday morning came quite cooler.  But the coffee was hot and the continental 
breakfast soon consumed - another in-our-laps meal ... the shelter hadn’t been 
set up and the tablecloths were all folded and stowed away when the wind 
became too wild to leave them out.

Members started to drift off as the morning continued, and by noon we were 
all on our way home ... many of us loaded down with extra apples from Ron 
and Lane’s back yard orchard.  Thanks for those!  They are yummy!

Thanks to the organizers, and all the helpers for putting together another great 
weekend of fun and fellowship!!

So hot of the press, and as a result of a supplemental meeting 
held Saturday evening at Claresholm, below is what we have for 
next year’s events and hosts:

May 23 – 26 Black Diamond  — confirmed/booked for 10 
sites.  Hosts will be Carr and Carol. Carr will coordinate with Lyle 
on reservation arrangements and payments.

June 20 – 23 Crawling Valley  – Ron to send in application and 
money for 5 spots January 1, 2019 and make arrangements with 
Carr for the necessary deposits.  We need confirmation from 
attendees by December 20, 2018.  If we have 7 confirmations, we 

will stay with the half for the 5 spots.  If we have 8 confirmations, 
we will book the second half for a total of 10 spots.  Hosts will be 
Dragan and Val.
(We need to book minimum 5 sites for 2 nights or 10 sites for 2 
nights.  Costs $30 per night per site , with a $10 reservation fee 
per site.  Includes 30 amp power only.)

July 25 – 28 Irricana  — Carr to book, and hosts will be Gerrit 
and Elsabé.  Sites are $30 and include 30 amp power.

August 14 – 17 Minot ND — FMCA 100th Anniversary National 
Convention – interest in attending is to be given to Ron sooner 
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than later.  So far McLeods, Kellams and maybe Bob and Cathy 
have expressed interest.  To get parked together, we need to arrive 
together.

August 18 – 22 Drive from Minot to Granum (1028 km as per 
Stephen).  Easy peezy leisurely drive.

August 22 – 25 Granum – Carr to book, and hosts will be Ed and 
Lorna subject to their consent.  30 and some 50 amp power — 30 
amp $40, 50 amp $50.

September 5 – 8 Claresholm – confirmed/booked for 10 sites.  
Hosts will be Ron and Lane.  Carr will coordinate with Lyle on 
reservation arrangements and payments.  $30 for 30 amp power.

Raymond will send these dates and locations for our 2019 rallies 
to FMCA for inclusion in their section on chapter events.

Any comments or errors and omissions please let me know.

Ron Kellam
rgkellam@shaw.ca

Held at the Claresholm Centennial Campground.

Call to Order.      President Ron Kellam called the meeting to order 
at 10 a.m.  It was declared that a quorum was present and that 
the club membership had been advised of the meeting according 
to the bylaw requirements.

Adoption of the previous AGM Minutes.      The Secretary read 
minutes of the 2017 AGM.  Moved by Lyle and seconded by Carol 
that the minutes be approved as presented.  Carried.

2018 Christmas Dinner.      A Christmas Dinner is to be held on 
December 15, 2018 at The Smugglers.  22 members have agreed 
to attend.

Vacant Wagonmaster Position.      After 9 years as Wagonmaster, 
Lyle has decided not to continue.  As no one has volunteered to fill 
the position, it was discussed how to fulfill the function.  The 
general consensus pointed towards having the general 
membership suggest rally sites, have one individual book the sites, 
then have each rally host arrive in time to open up the facility and 
organize the unit parking.  Moved by Carr and seconded by Gerrit 
that the Wagonmaster functions be carried out as described.  
Carried.

Rally Hosting.      Mainly for the concerns by new members, it had 
been suggested that the hosting tasks be re-defined.  In general 
terms, hosting involves creating a meal format, co-ordinating with 
the events committee, creating a budget in co-ordination with the 
treasurer, and passing this information to the Picks who will send 
out rally details and a sign-up sheet.  The host must then obtain 
the food and other items required for the rally, and open the rally 
facility and arrange unit parking as previously mentioned.  
President Ron has developed a spreadsheet to estimate costs.  
Stephen mentioned that there is a hosting document in existence, 
so this will be reviewed and re-issued in the newsletter.

Trailer Use.      Stephen stated that in his and Anne’s absence from 
any future rallies, provisions can be made for any member to pick 
up the trailer from the storage location.

Outdoor Games.      It was noted that the outdoor games went 
well at High River, and that the hosts should consider scheduling 
games for future rallies.  Moved by Cathy and seconded by Bill 
that games be scheduled for future rallies.  Carried.

2019 Rally Sites.      The rally sites for 2019 were discussed at 
length as there was a general feeling that some new locations 
would be of interest.  The first and last sites of the season were 

fixed as they have services which are preferred with the uncertain 
weather at each end of the season.  These two sites have been 
booked for 10 coaches each.  
(Secretarial note:   many discussions were held outside the 
meeting, resulting in a full slate of rally sites).

The agreed rally sites for 2019 are:
1. May 23 - 26  Black Diamond
2. Jun 20 - 23  Crawling Valley
3. Jul 25 - 28  Irricana
4. Aug 14 - 17  Minot ND FMCA 100th Anniversary 
    National Convention
5. Aug 22 - 25  Granum
6. Sep 5 - 8  Claresholm

Elections.      The two positions open for election were Vice 
President and Secretary.  Both were filled by acclamation.  
 Vice President — Ed Bostock, Secretary—- Ray Herbert

Treasurer’s Report.      Carr provided a comprehensive Treasurer’s 
report from September 01, 2017 to August 31, 2018.  Income 
$5570.40, Expenses $4,995.78, Balance  $574.62.  Moved by 
Stephen, seconded by Bob that the Treasurer’s Report be adopted 
as presented.  Carried.

Adjournment.      The meeting was adjourned at 11.40 a.m.

Ray Herbert, Secretary



December 15, 2018 Christmas Dinner at Smugglers

May 23 - 26 Black Diamond Lions Centennial Campground
 •   10 spots booked

June 20 - 30 Crawling Valley Reservoir (near Bassano)
 •   Reservation required in January (lottery)
      5 or 10 spots can be booked

July 25 - 28 Founders Park Campground, Irricana 
 •   details to come

August 14 - 17 Minot North Dakota USA
 FMCA 100th Anniversary National Convention

August 22 - 25 Granview Recreation Park, Granum
 •   details to come
 
September 5 - 8 Centennial Park Campground, Claresholm
 •   annual kite event and AGM (10 sites booked *)

September 26 - 29 TBD
 •   possible impromptu fall wind-up event
      (if there is interest  —  and weather dependent)

Southern Alberta Drifters  is a registered chapter of the Family Motor 
Coach Association.  Membership is open to any FMCA member in 
good standing.

All cheques, and registration, and sign-up forms, should be sent to our 
Treasurer: Carr McLeod 35 Ranch Estates Drive NW
     Calgary, AB   T3G 1J9

The Chapter’s official mailing address is:
   Ron Kellam 80 Mount Douglas Point SE
     Calgary, AB   T2Z 3J9

The Chapter’s official FMCA website address is:
 www.fmcanw.org/chapters/southernalberta/index.html

Organizers / Hosts:
Lane & Ron Kellam

Organizers / Hosts:
Carr & Carol McLeod

Organizers / Hosts:
Dragan & Val Vasic

Organizers / Hosts:
Ed & Lorna Bostock

Organizers / Hosts:
Gerrit & Elsabé Nel

Organizer:
Ron Kellam

Organizers / Hosts:
Ron & Lane Kellam

Organizers / Hosts:
open

Software      Upon taking over the books from Anne Davidson, she 
recommended that new software would be required for financial 
management.  Several free and retail packages were investigated, 
and it was decided that a free package called WAVE 
(www.waveapps.com) was more than enough for our needs.  It 
allows the easy entry of transactions, reconciliation with bank 
accounts and simple report generation.  Security is more than 
adequate, and none of our or members’ personal or financial data 
are ever entered in the software.  It is web-based and can be 
accessed by log-in and password from any laptop, tablet or mobile 
device.
The email account (and log-in) for this software is: 
 fmcachaptersad@gmail.com 
The password will be provided to the President.

Banking      It was clear that it would be advantageous to existing 
and new members if the club could accept electronic fund 
transfers.  This proved difficult with our bank at the time (HSBC).  
Therefore, it was agreed to switch banks and BMO was chosen.  
Although the process of switching the bank accounts was at times 
tedious, it was accomplished by June and members were able to 
electronically transfer funds to the club account.  At present about 
70% of members use this method.
The email account for members to send payments is: 
 SouthernAlbertaDrifters@gmail.com  
The password will be provided to the President.

Financial Status      The Surplus and Loss Statement is attached to 
this report for the fiscal year from September 1, 2017 to August 
31, 2018.  The overall surplus for the year will be in the order of 
$300.  The S&L statement shows a higher amount since some 
payments for Claresholm had been received by the end of August, 
and no expenses had yet been paid.  All monthly bank statements 
have been reconciled for the fiscal year.  

OVERVIEW

Starting Balance

BMO 0646 8870-199 $0.00

HSBC 019-097557-080 $4,741.02

Total Starting Balance $4,741.02

Cash Inflow $9,750.55

Cash Outflow $9,175.93

Net Cash Change $574.62

Ending Balance

BMO 0646 8870-199 $5,315.59

HSBC 019-097557-080 $0.05

Total Ending Balance $5,315.64



Host “Cheat Sheet”  (aka - why re-invent the wheel)
1. Decide to be the Host !!  Take on one of the planned weekends, or find another location and date that works.
2. Confirm the number of sites that have been booked by the Executive, If date and location have previously been arranged.
3. Develop a ‘plan’ for the weekend.  Meals — do it yourself or group, or...??  ...  if some of the food is to be provided, know the cost.
4. Develop the budget :  campsite fee, food, overhead and confirm numbers with Treasurer (use Ron’s spreadsheet!  it helps).
  NOTE:   events start on Thursday, but some members cannot come out until Friday (work etc), so a price for 3 days 
                and for 2 days attendance has to be developed.
5. Advise Stephen and Anne of the details so they can complete the form (see sample below) to be circulated to the members.
6. Keep track of sign-ups so sites can be added (or dropped) if needed/possible.
7. Make arrangements to have the Club Trailer at the event if required.  It can be picked up from Stephen & Anne’s place.
8. Assign sites to attendees (size of rig, trailer close to cooking/gathering area, etc), and be there to help with parking.
9. If food or other supplies are needed, arrange to purchase and get reimbursed by Treasurer (keep all receipts).
10. If volunteers are needed to cook, or take on other tasks, just put the word out.
11. Enjoy the weekend and fellowship!

May Weekend Rally Registration
Foothills Lions Campground - Black Diamond

May 10th - 13th, 2018

Registration Cut-off Date :   ????, 2018

Friday May 11th

Thursday May 10th
Organizers / Hosts:   ? ? ? ?i

Saturday May 12th

Sunday May 13th

4:00 - 5:30 pm
6:00 - 7:00 pm

7:00 - 10:00 pm

6:00 - 7:00 pm

7:00 - 10:00 pm

9:00 am

4:00 - 5:30 pm
6:00 - 7:00 pm

7:00 - 10:00 pm

??? Breakfast ?? ??
Events (if any) ??
Happy Hour
Dinner  ???potluck or provided or themed or???

Social Mixer

???? Breakfast ???

The Foothills Lions Campground is located in the town of 
Black Diamond, on the banks of the Sheep River.
The sites we have reserved are full hook-ups:  50 amp 
power, water, sewer, and wi-fi service.

We have 8 sites reserved, and these are available on a first 
come / first served basis.  If you want to be a part of this 
rally, make sure you get this form and your cheque in!

Registration for coach w/2 persons:  Full event (3 nights) @ $ ____  or Weekend only (2 nights)

Registration per extra person:

Late Registration ** for coach w/2 persons:

Name:

Address:

City:

Coach Type:

FMCA #:

Phone:

PCode:Prov:

Length:

Cell:

•   Please confirm attendance by email ASAP to the Wagonmasters John and Donna Geib

•   And make sure to return this sign-up form with payment by??? to: 

 @ $ _______ $

$

$

$

** (Note:   late registration is an option only if spaces are still available, or if someone who signed up can no longer attend)

add 10% to the event fee

May Weekend Rally Registration  –  Foothills Lions Campground  –  May 10 to 13, 2018

Note:  non-refundable after ????? 

TOTAL   (please make cheque payable to:  Southern Alberta Drifters)

Happy Hour
Potluck hot Appetizers ... bring something substantial 
   so it will be dinner (please bring enough for 6 people),
   dessert provided
Social Mixer

???? Bring your own meal and eat together ???

Social Mixer

Carr McLeod
Treasurer, Southern Alberta Drifters
35 Ranch Estates Dr. NW
Calgary AB T3G 1J9


