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The 2019 season has come to an end.  Well there is still the Christmas Dinner on 
December 20th, but likely you will not bring your rig to that!

Planning for 2020 started at the AGM in Claresholm on September 7th.  As we 
were in the Lucerne Campground in Mount Robson Provincial Park on our way 
back from the NWT, we could not attend.  Absences like this never go 
unpunished ... it seems we have been conscripted to do the planning for the 
June Sask Power Kite Festival in Swift Current.  

As this involves a +500km drive 
each way, I will be sending out a 
questionnaire to see who is 
interested in going, and whether 
we go the public group, or private 
RV park route.  In all cases we will 
need to reserve early in 2020, and 
a non-refundable deposit likely 
has to be made.

Our Northwest Territory trip was great.  We saw a number of waterfalls and 
enjoyed the Territorial Parks.  Most of the campgrounds had power, an RV dump, 
and central shower/laundry facilities.  Water was limited, as it has to be trucked 
in to many of the parks, so filling RV tanks was frowned on and where it was 
permitted, patience was required.  Filling your tank from a gravity feed faucet 20 
inches above the ground takes quite some time!

Fuel availability was another issue.  There have been a number of small gas 
station closures (environmental regs and economics), thus the only sure sources 
of fuel is in towns, the ones at the highway junctions having closed.  A 60km 
detour (with a ferry crossing thrown in!) just to get fuel can be required.  Pre-
planning fuel stops is critical.

We also learned that the story that fire 
discourages bears from coming into your 
campsite is a myth.  An overly habituated 
bruin had us and dogs ‘trapped’ in our trailer 
for awhile.  He had no concerns about car 
alarms, dogs, or a bright flashlight, and made 
himself comfortable by the fire.  

Then there was the sleepy bison 
who spent the day in a hollow in 
the playground directly across 
the road from our site.  Every 
now and then he would snort or 
shift about, the dogs would 
bark, and then all concerned 
would get back to their sunny 
summer afternoon naps.

If you have the time, it is a great trip.  Roads are generally paved or good gravel, 
but there are some bad frost heaved sections, and here and there the gravel 
deteriorates to become a bit of a challenge.  They’re working on it ... but the 
construction zones can be somewhat daunting at times.  We “only” had two 
trailer tire punctures this year (vs 3 last year on the Dempster).

Southern Alberta Drifters  is a registered chapter of the 
Family Motor Coach Association.  Membership is open to 
any FMCA member in good standing.

All cheques, and registration, and sign-up forms, should 
be sent to our Treasurer:
 Carr McLeod 35 Ranch Estates Drive NW
   Calgary, AB   T3G 1J9

The Chapter’s official mailing address is:
 Ron Kellam 80 Mount Douglas Point SE
   Calgary, AB   T2Z 3J9

The Chapter’s official FMCA website address is:
www.fmcanw.org/chapters/southernalberta/index.html

Since we missed the last two rallies and no one has sent photos or a write-up, 
you get some stuff from our NWT adventure instead!

http://www.fmcanw.org/chapters/southernalberta/index.html


Call to order
President Ron Kellam called the mee�ng to order at 10:35 a.m.  7 
members were present.  It was declared that a quorum was 
present and that the club membership had been advised of the 
mee�ng according to the bylaw requirements.

Adop�on of the previous AGM minutes
Moved by Carr and seconded by Lorna that the minutes be 
adopted as presented.

Treasurer’s Report
a. The 2019 season balance sheet up to August 31 was 

presented which resulted in a surplus of $726.72.  The 
club fiscal year ends at December 31 at which �me the 
balance is expected to be a loss of approximately $300.  
The most likely cause of the loss is the rela�vely small 
average rally turnout of 7.  The expected bank balance at 
the end of fiscal year is approximately $5,200.

b. Electronic fund transfers into the bank account have 
become the normal means of payment during the year.   
Monthly reconcilia�ons have resulted in no issues.

c. Concern was expressed over the financial so�ware in use 
as the data could be lost if the owner went out of 
business.  It was moved by Ron and seconded by Carol N 
that we purchase QuickBooks which will give us control 
over our accounts.  Carried.

d. It was moved by Ed and seconded by Gerrit that the 
Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  Carried.

FMCA dues
The FMCA membership was no�fied in late August that the annual 
dues were to be increased by 50% ($50US to $75 US) effec�ve 
August 29, 2019.  This approximates the cost to Canadians from 
$72Can to $100Can, depending on the exchange rate.  The reason 
given was the increase in insurance premium for the FMCA Assist 
Medical Emergency & Travel Assist Program.  It should be noted 
that the Dri�ers had originally opposed this program.  This large 
increase not only nega�vely affects our current members, but will 
make it much more difficult to a�ract new members.

Ron read a le�er that he had sent to the FMCA senior staff and 
their reply.  Ron expressed the problems that the increase would 
cause to Canadian clubs, and suggested that our dues could be 
increased to $75Can as a compromise.  Ron read out the reply 
which ra�onalized the increase but essen�ally said “no”.

To add to the problem, the Dri�ers’ membership also is at issue 
with the “benefits” offered to FMCA members.  A number of the 
Dri�ers have found that most benefits are not available in Canada.  
It is not known if this is due to FMCA not trying to get Canadian 
suppliers to cooperate, or that Canadian suppliers will not 
cooperate.  In any event, Canadian members are not ge�ng the 
benefits that the US members get.  This cons�tutes another 
financial loss to Canadian members.

The solu�ons put forward were:
a. Stay with FMCA and pay the added costs
b. Leave FMCA and join an organiza�on such as Good Sam
c. Leave FMCA and form our own club which would require 

registra�on with the Province
d. Leave FMCA and form a non-structured group

Ron stated that whatever the decision, we would need a form of 
insurance that would protect the club officers from personal 

liability while ac�ng as agents for the club.

Ron suggested that as we are all paid up FMCA members, that we 
stay as-is for now and contact FMCA to see if one of their staff 
could a�end our May Dri�ers mee�ng and convince us why we 
should stay with them.  At the same mee�ng, Alberta Good Sam 
should be asked to make a similar presenta�on.  Ron agreed to 
approach Bob Lucas to see if this was possible. 

Membership 
Ron raised the issue of ge�ng members with young children as a 
feeling had been expressed that we preferred an environment of 
adults only.  Ron emphasised that the first part of FMCA is 
“family”.  Ron moved that people seeking membership with the 
Dri�ers who had young children should be accepted.  If the 
children caused unreasonable problems, they would be asked to 
leave.  Seconded by Ed and carried with a vote of five for and two 
against.

It was suggested that we have a designated person to oversee the 
efforts to a�ract more members.  Lorna volunteered to undertake 
this task.  Stephen is to be asked if there are placards and other 
material that can be used in iden�fying our club with the intent of 
a�rac�ng poten�al members.  Ways of a�rac�ng tow-ables was 
also discussed.

The consensus was voiced that the op�mum number of ac�ve 
units is 15, with 5 formal rallies a year.

The agreed func�on of Wagonmaster was established last year 
and should remain the same.  Similarly, the rallies are to avoid 
long weekends.

2020 Rally Loca�ons
A large number of loca�ons were considered for the 2020 rally 
season, some being prepared lists, and some from the floor.  The 
final consensus was:
 a. May 21/24      Black Diamond          Host Carr

b. June 20/21     Swi� Current          Host Stephen
c. July 16/19     Crawling Valley          Host Gerrit
d. August 13/16     Beiseker          Host Ed
e. September 10/13     Claresholm          Host Ron

Elec�ons
The two posi�ons open for elec�on were President and Treasurer.  
Both were filled by acclama�on:  President Ron Kellam, Treasurer 
Carr McLeod.

Adjournment
The mee�ng was adjourned at 12.35 p.m.  Moved by Ed, seconded 
by Dragan.



Software
• Use of the web-based software (www.waveapps.com) continued without issue.
• The email account (and log-in) for this software is fmcachaptersad@gmail.com.  The password has been provided to the President.

Banking
• Electronic fund transfers into the bank account have become the normal means of payment during the year.
• Monthly reconciliations have been done with no issues noted.
• The email account for members to send payments is SouthernAlbertaDrifters@gmail.com.  The password has been provided to the 
President.

Financial Status Notes
• The Profit and Loss Statement is attached to this report for the fiscal year from September 1, 2018 to August 31, 2019.
• The statement shows a surplus of $726.72.  This is an overestimate as all the Claresholm revenues have been received except for 
$143.  The expenses are forecast to be as much as $1000.  There are one or two other small outstanding expenses related to Irricana and 
office supplies.  I expect the net result will be an overall loss of $100 - $150 for the period.•
• The primary reason for the deficit is low attendance at rallies compared to expectations.  Budgets are calculated based on expected 
attendance which was consistently optimistic this year.  Overall attendance at rallies since last year at Claresholm were:  Banff 5, Black 
Diamond 7, Crawling Valley 5, Irricana 5, Granum 6 and Claresholm 7.

So, how much money do we have???
 My best estimate is after it all settles down is $5200.

Profit and Loss Statement Date Range:  Sep 01, 2018 to Aug 31, 2019




